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2. (Currently Amended) A network connection apparatus for operating a 
plurality of network connection apparatuses connected to a local area network 
virtually as one network connection apparatus, the network connection apparatus 
comprising: 

a state monitor section for managing an operating state as a network the 
network c onnection apparatus; 

a message processing section for performing an exchange process of an 
advertisement message representative of the operating state during operation as a 
network the network connection apparatus; 

an advertisement timer for counting for a timing to send the advertisement an 
advertisement message at a regular interval; 

a message timer section for counting a time to decide whether the 
advertisement message is received in a predetermined time from the network 
connection apparatus operating as a n e twork the network connection apparatus; and 

a priority comparing section for acquiring priority information representative 
j of a priority to operate as a network the network connection apparatus from the 
advertisement message received, and comparing same with priority information 
possessed; and 




timing of 
he operating state as a 



a master transition timer section for counting 
transition of from from a standby state into an oporotim 
network the network connection apparatus; 

whereby, when the state monitor section decides that the network connection 
apparatus is not in an operating the operating state, the priority comparing section,, 
in a case of the decision that the priority possessed is higher than the priority 
information in the received advertisement message,, compares between a remaining 
time of the message timer section and a skew time calculated based on the priority 
possessed, to set the skew time to the master transition timer section when the skew 
time is shorter, so that, when the master transition timer section goes into a time- 
up, the state monitor section instructs the message processing section to send an 
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It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby 
corrected as shown below: 



In claim 10 of the Letters Patent at Column 21, line 35, "comparing 
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In claim 10 of the Letters Patent at Column 21, lines 37-38, 
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